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Questions, confusion at the border 


With crossings closing, people wonder 
how they’ll get to work, doctor visits 


By RON JUDD 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

BELLINGHAM — When they spoke by 
phone from opposite sides of the U.S.-Canada 
border Tuesday night, Mo Sangha and his 
brothers, Norm and Baldev, skipped the usual 
pleasantries and cut right to the chase: Are we 
now “nonessential”? 

That remained an open question for the 
Sanghas, who like many friends and neigh- 
bors in the Sikh communities of rural What- 
com County and British Columbia’s lower 
mainland, suddenly saw normally open bor- 
ders become potentially imposing walls. 

Confusion, uncertainty, and to some 
degree, resignation reigned on both sides of 


METRO WILL REDUCE 
SERVICE ON ‘NEARLY 
EVERY LINE’ > a9 


the border Wednesday in the wake of a joint 
announcement by U.S. and Canadian officials 
that the border would be closed to all “non- 
essential” travel in an attempt to slow the 
transmission of the novel coronavirus, known 
as SARS-CoV-2. 

Impacts extended beyond family ties to 
economic angst over border traffic that fuels 
U.S.-Canada trade and retail shopping. About 
75% of border traffic between British Colum- 
bia and Washington state is Canadians com- 


See > BORDER, A8 
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Traffic was 
sparse at the 
Peace Arch 
Border 
Crossing 

in Blaine on 
Wednesday, 
a day after 
the U.S. and 
Canada 
announced 
that the 
border would 
be closed to 
“nonessential” 
travel. 
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Lack of testing stalled response, as 
virus spread in Kirkland nursing home 


=a = 
KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Family members wave to Chuck Sedlacek, 87, a Life Care Center of Kirkland patient who tested positive for COVID-19 on 
March 8, after his family pushed for testing, said his son-in-law, Clancy Devery. 


By ASIA FIELDS AND MARY HUDETZ 
Seattle Times staff reporters 
rom her room inside the nursing 
home, Judy Shape has heard the 
coughs of other residents with the 
novel coronavirus illness down 
the hall and watched the ambulances come 
and go for weeks. 

Shape, 81, had moved into Kirkland’s Life 
Care Center on Feb. 26 for short-term care 
following time in the hospital for blood-clot 
surgery. It was terrible timing: that same 
day, Life Care said it notified state officials 
of an outbreak of severe respiratory illness, 
which staff had noticed was spreading for 
weeks. 

But the outbreak, which turned out to be 
COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused 
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AMANDA SNYDER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Ribbons and flowers adorn trees around 
Life Care Center of Kirkland. They were 
placed there by Kirkland resident Tricia 
LaVoice, so “residents can look outside 
and see something pretty,” she said. 


by the coronavirus, may have been circulat- 
ingin the facility much longer. A Life Care 
official said staff noticed a respiratory 
outbreak by Feb. 10, but interviews and a 
review of 911 call logs obtained by The 
Seattle Times show it could have appeared 
even earlier. 

Exacerbating the problem: Confusion 
inside the nursing home and among state 
health officials over who was responsible 
for testing sick patients allowed the disease 
to continue spreading, turning Life Care 
into the nation’s largest source of COVID-19 
fatalities. 

Last month, there were 120 residents at 
Life Care. As of Wednesday, at least 81 have 
tested positive for the coronavirus and of 

See > LIFE CARE, A6 


Trump taps 
70-year-old act 
to fast-track 
supply chain 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE AND JILL COLVIN 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Describing himself as 
a “wartime president” fighting an invisible 
enemy, President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday invoked rarely used emergen- 
cy powers to marshal critical medical sup- 
plies to fight the coronavirus pandemic. 
Trump also signed an aid package — which 
the Senate approved 


earlier Wednesday—that Q&A on the 

will guarantee sickleave 90-day delay 

to workers who fall ill. on tax bills 
Trump tapped his au- 

thority under the 70-year- 

old Defense Production 


Act to give the government more power to 
steer production by private companies 
and try to overcome shortages in masks, 
ventilators and other supplies. 

Yet he seemed to minimize the urgency of 
the decision, later tweeting he “only signed 
the Defense Production Act to combat the 
Chinese Virus should we need to invoke it in 
a worst-case scenario in the future.” 

“Hopefully there will be no need,” he 
added, “but we are all in this TOGETHER!” 

See > TRUMP, A3 


King County 

building 200-bed 
hospital on soccer 
field in Shoreline 


By EVAN BUSH 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

A temporary field hospital for use by 
people unable to isolate and recover from 
COVID-19 in their own homes will be 
located at a soccer field in Shoreline, a city 
spokesman said. 

The Shoreline Temporary Field Hospi- 
tal, at 19030 First Ave. N.E., will provide 
up to 200 beds, according to the city web- 
site. It will house “people exposed to, at 
risk of exposure, or becoming ill with the 
novel coronavirus.” 

“It’s basically to relieve pressure on the 
hospitals and to free up beds for critical 
patients,” said Eric Bratton, a city spokes- 
man. The hospital will be on a turf soccer 
field that is on school district property but 
is leased by the city, Bratton said. 

“My understanding is they’re setting it 
up now, but they’re not anticipating using 
it or occupying it for another week or so,” 

See > FIELD HOSPITAL, A5 


As other businesses shut, coronavirus worries Boeing employees 


By DOMINIC GATES 
Seattle Times aerospace reporter 
Workers inside Boeing’s Everett 
factory and other plants in the region 
are growing increasingly restless and 
angry at the company as jet assembly 
work continues while many business- 
es outside Boeing are at a standstill 


and fear grows about coronavirus 
infections inside the plants. 

A total of 14 Boeing employees in 
the Puget Sound region are now 
confirmed to have the virus, most of 
them in Everett. And even though 
that manufacturing complex covers 
1,000 acres with as many as 200 


separate buildings, including the 
largest by volume in the world, it isn’t 
big enough for some people on site to 
feel safe from the virus. 

One employee on the 777 assembly 
line described how an ambulance 
arrived earlier this week and medical 
responders wearing the now-routine 


protective gear of hospital smocks, 
masks and goggles took away a sick 
worker. He said the people who 
worked nearby were left in posi- 

tion — contradicting Boeing’s own 
guidelines that call for anyone sus- 
pected to have been exposed to be 

See > BOEING, A5 


© 2020 Seattle Times Co. 


Our newsprint contains recycled 
fiber, and inks are reused. 


7 Ail 24000 


> THU 


